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WORLD SAILING ELECTION COMMITTEE 

Q&A DOCUMENT AS OF 10 SEPTEMBER 2020 

# Question Answer 

1 Point 2.0 of  the 2020 election procedures:in the election rules you state 
that: " this rules apply.....whether or not a candidate has submitted their 
nomination ( i suppose on september 6?)....and that this  includes "any 
person or body " providing support to a specific candidate. My question 
is how you have planned to control this? Which is the level of 
comments/actions that become a "support" that can be brought to your 
attention and what is the definition of "Candidate" before the expiration 
of the application time? 

The Election Rules apply to those who are bound by them – this means candidates and those who are 
already bound by the World Sailing Constitution and Regulations.  

Prospective candidates should be aware they are required to sign a statement on their candidate form that 
they have complied with the Rules since they were published. 

We regard someone as a candidate once they submit their Election Pack to World Sailing. 

Questions about “level of support” would be considered by us on a case by case basis. 

2 Point 3.1 of the 2020 election procedures: is this article meaning that 
Candidates are not allowed to write on personal and private basis to 
MNAs? please clarify 

We assume you mean the Election Rules, not the Remote Voting Procedures. 

No.  Rule 3.1 explains what World Sailing will distribute on behalf of candidates.  It does not prevent 
candidates from contacting MNAs to discuss their candidacy, nor does any other Rule. 

To be clear, we also wish to say that Rule 9 does not prevent private expressions of opinion or intentions of 
voting.  Only public declarations are regulated, as they were in the 2016 election. 

3 Point 3.3 of the 2020 election procedures: how much time in advance 
Candidates will be informed of the possibility of publishing a video on 
their candidacy? Who is managing this decision-making process? the 
Staff, the Board or the Election Committee? to make a good video may 
take time and in case All Candidates, to respect a good principle of 
fairness, should have the same level of information. I have the humble 
suggestion that this decision should be taken by the Election Committee 
in total privacy informing, if this will be the case, ALL candidates the 
same day. 

The Committee intends to issue more information next week about the logistical requirements for the videos.  
Information will be shared to all candidates at the same time. 

The Chief Executive Officer has the power under the Rules to decline to publish, with our agreement, 
anything which is deemed inappropriate or breaks the Election Rules.  This Rule is common sense: clearly 
World Sailing cannot publish defamatory or illegal material, nor material which breaks copyright.  The Board 
has no role in this process and the Election Committee must agree before any such decision is taken. 

Except for these limited cases – which we hope will be very rare – World Sailing will not edit or censor the 
videos in any way.  The contents will be a matter for the candidates. 

 

 

 

 

 



4 Point 5.0 of  the 2020 election procedures: with full respect to the 
Election Committee intention, are the so called "Town Hall Meetings" 
falling totally or partially under this rule? I understand THM may be 
called as "necessary" to run the day by day of the IF however i have to 
notice that these have never being held in the past (or felt as 
"necessary"). Further more, as the EC wrote in its last message this 
election will be very emotional, it will be difficult for every one to be 
100/100  sure not to talk "with some promotion in mind" as well as, on 
the other side, to "judge" if some "sentence was said with promotional 
intent". This may open the door to unpleasant misunderstanding and, 
with my deep respect, It looks to me a very undefined situation. Every 
action can became a political intent, i.e. just deciding the date of the 
"town hall meeting" before or later any specific event may represent a 
"political" intent to play with. This comment is made to "protect" both 
parties and to limit areas that my increase "frictions" among candidates 
in the full spirit of the EC last statement. 

The Election Committee considered this matter during its meeting earlier this week.  We have concluded 
that the meeting is part of the ongoing Presidential business of running World Sailing and is accordingly not 
a breach of Rule 5.  The President and the Board are entitled, subject to the Rules, to continue with their 
duties governing World Sailing. 

In coming to this decision, we have noted the meetings have been held regularly for a number of months 
and have not previously been used as an electioneering platform.  The Committee has already written to the 
President reminding him that the Town Hall meeting must not be used to promote his candidature and the 
Election Committee will carefully monitor the contents of this Meeting. 

5 Point 6.3 of  the 2020 election procedures: which procedure the election 
Committee has set up to check this level of information? it is a fact that 
while this IF should be governed by "volunteers" we have several comm. 
members that are regular employees or regularly sustained financially 
by their respective MNA.  This is not my case and I have to notice the 
difference.  I have nothing against this fact provided that it is noticed in 
the COI (conflict of interest regulation) and in the declaration form 
provided to the EC 
 

We believe Rules 6.2 and 6.3 are self-explanatory.  The issue about MNA employees is governed by Rule 
6.2(c). 

6 Point 11 of the 2020 election procedures: is this point including 
"undertaking" also with WS itself? in case yes, how the EC will deal with 
potential candidate  that are, directly or indirectly, "under contract" with 
WS at the time or later the election? 
 

This Rule does not concern contracts with World Sailing (because they are under the control of World 
Sailing by necessity).  

This Rule concerns legal promises/undertakings to third parties about how a director may act if elected.  
Such undertakings are prohibited the Rules and indeed likely to be unlawful under Isle of Man law. 

 

 

 

 

 



7 Point 13 of  the 2020 election procedures: how this point is working? if a 
journalist by himself, because he likes a potential candidate or his/her 
program, is promoting him/her on his communication channel what tthat 
candidate is requested to do not to fall under the circumstances of the 
article 13 itself? 
 

Journalists and the public can make whatever comments they wish about World Sailing and the candidates.  
Rule 12 makes it clear that interviews are permitted. 

  

The phrase “services of a journalist” means more than the ordinary course of engagement with the media.  
For example, if a candidate regularly appeared weekly in the same media publication and their opponents 
did not, the Committee may conclude this had gone beyond normal engagement and the candidate is now 
using the services of a journalist. 

  

The Rules are not intended to limit freedom of expression or people’s right to comment.  Where the Rules 
do impose restrictions, this is because the potential damage done to a candidate by a breach of the Rules 
by another, and the resulting unfairness to the election, needs to be controlled.   Our guiding aim is a fair 
election for all candidates. 

8 Can the Executive Committee of a World Sailing Member have a 
collective meeting with each of the Presidential and VP candidates? 
 

Rule 5 prohibits “debates” or “public meetings” without permission.  The reason for this is to ensure that 
where meetings are held, they are open to all candidates. 

Provided that all Presidential or Vice-Presidential candidates (as relevant) were invited to address the 
Executive Committee on an individual basis (e.g. taking it in turns to attend for a fixed time slot), we do not 
regard this as a debate or public meeting and so is allowed.   

The opportunity should be extended to all candidates running for the position and they should all be allowed 
the same amount of time. 

9 If the answer to Question 8 is in the affirmative could other Members 
also attend? 
 

Inviting third parties makes the meeting a “public meeting” and written permission of the Election Committee 
is needed. 

10 Is there a difference between a candidate being invited by the Member 
or the candidate requesting the meeting? 

No, but it is fairer and best practice for the Member to invite the candidates. 

11 Requests that you reconsider your answer to Q&A #4 based on a further 
analysis of the constitution, regulations and published rules beyond EC 
Rule #5. 

The Committee has previously decided that Town Hall meeting are part of the normal business of World 
Sailing and they are not in contravention of the Election Rules. 

We understand the next meeting will be chaired by the Chief Executive Officer and all Board members will 
be in attendance but not addressing the meeting unless asked a specific question.   

Having reviewed the latest submission to us on this question, and bearing in mind the format of the next 
meeting, our previous answer remains valid.” 



 

 

12 Can a candidate who is the President of an MNA complete and sign the 
ballot paper in the election, even though they are a candidate? 

There is no rule prohibiting a candidate from completing a ballot paper if they are also the authorised officer 
of the MNA recognised by World Sailing.   

However, it would be preferable if a different officer recognised by World Sailing signed the ballot paper -
such as the MNA Secretary General. 


